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WITH 
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By NAT HANIEL LARDNER. 
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Sold by T. SANDERS, in Little Britain; J. Noon, 
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Journ xiv. 2. 


I my Father's houſe are many 
manſions. If it were not fo, 1 
would have told you. | 


\ UR bleſſed Lord, who had the 
human nature, with it's finleſs 
infirmities, was tender and com- 
paſſionate, And being very ſenſible of 
the vaſt diſappointment, which his death, 
eſpecially in the manner it ſhould hap- 
pen, would be to his diſciples, and the 
great concern it would occaſion in their 
minds, upon many accounts, not only fore- 
warns them of it, but ſuggeſts to them like- 


| wiſe the beſt grounds of ſupport and con- 


ſolation, that they might not be quite over- 


whelmed with grief in that dark and dif- 


couraging ſeaſon. 

The arguments he propoſed to them are 
fited to be of ſignal uſe to his diſciples and 
followers throughout all ages, in the time 


of afflictive and melancholie events. 
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A FUNERAL SERMON 


Let not your heart be troubled. Ye believe 
in Cod. Believe alſo in me. . In my Fathers 
bouſe are many manſions. If it were mot ! þ, 
IT xoould have told you. 

In which laſt words two things are ob- 


ſervable : fir/?, a comfortable aſſurance and 


declaration: ſecondly, an argument, or con- 
ſideration, by which the truth and certainty 
of that declaration is impreſſed on their 
minds. Let us meditate awhile upon each 
of theſe points, and then apply the whole 


in ſome reflections. 


I. Here is a comfortable aſſurance and 
declaration. In my Father's houſe are many 
manſions. 

By houſe may be meant the univerſe, 
which is the workmanſhip or building of 
God. Our Lord will then be underſtood to 
ſay, that there is another world : there are 
other abodes, or manſions, beſide thoſe on 
this earth. And when I remove hence, and 
am ſeen here no more, I ſhall ſtill exiſt. 
And when you, or other good men dye, 
there is not a period and final end to your or 
their exiſtence and enjoyments. There are 
other, and very comfortable, yea better and 
more durable manſions, than thoſe on this 

earth, 
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earth. Very agreeably to this ſenſe and 
interpretation St. Paul ſays to the Epheſians : 


T bow my knees to the God and Father of our Epb. ii. 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, of whom the whole fa- 3 


milie in heaven and earth is named. 

But interpreters have generally under- 
ſtood the word houſe here, in a more re- 
ſtrained ſenſe, of heaven : where our Lord 
was going, Whither he would ſhortly aſcend 
after his death and reſurrection. As the 
temple was eſteemed by the Jews God's 
houſe, and our Lord himſelf ſpeaks of it as 


his Father's houſe ; and Jeruſalem is called _ it, 
by him the city of the great King, on account Mar. v. 
of the ſpecial preſence, and the extraordinarie 35 


manifeſtations of the Divine Being in the 
temple there ; ſo heaven may be fitly ſpoken 


of in the character of God's houſe, there be- 


ing the brighteſt appearance of his preſence, 
and the fulleſt manifeſtation of his glorie : 
though by the perfection of his nature God, 
the infinite mind, is every where, and is 
confined to no particular place whatever : 
as Solomon acknowledged in his prayer at 


the dedication of the magnificent temple at 
Jeruſalem : Behold, the heaven of heavens 1 Kings 


cannot contain thee. How much leſs this 
houſe, which I have built! | 
: B 2 When 
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perform for the honour of God, and the 


A FUNERAL SERMON 

When our Lord fays, in my Father's 
houſe are many manſions ; he may intend tq 
declare, as ſome have ſuppoſed, that in hea- 
ven are many abodes for good men, and 
different degrees of happineſſe and glorie, 
in proportion to the advances, which they 
make in this flate, and to the ſervices they 


good of their fellow-creatures. 
Or, in heaven there is room for you, and 
me, and all good men of the ſeveral ages of 


the world, and diſpenſations of divine pro- 


vidence. 

There þ ſeems to be an alluſion. to the 
* manner of traveling and providing en- 
«© tertainment in the Eaſtern. countreys.: 


© where they had not ſuch inns as we have, 


ce but large houſes, or caravanſaries, where 
e were many manſions, in which they might 
« lye on carpets, or couchees, and: provide, 
te and prepare their own. victuals. When a 
© number of perſons traveled, there was a. 
* fraccur/or, one | of their on companie, 
| «wha 
* Multitudinem autem locorum non male veteres intelli- 
gune cum graduum differentiis, &c. Grot. in loc. 
+ Dat is an Obſerwation of Dr: Hunt himſelf, wh often 
had in his moutib the words of the tent au context. 
+ Similitudo ſumta ab uno comitum, qui in itinere-praes 
greſſus ad diverſorium ibi ceteris cubicula aſſignat, et efficit, 
ut venientibus parata ſint. C. ib. 
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for the Reverend Dr. HuN T. 

f* who went before to prepare a place for 
* them, and then came back again, and re- 
te cexved them, or * conducted them to the 
* manſions, he had prepared for them.” 

Our Lord then may be underſtood to ſay 
to his diſciples: © You need not be fo ex- 
e ceflively grieved and concerned, as you 
e appear to be, on account of my departure 
* from you, and the difficulties you may 
* afterwards meet with, For it is a certain 
* truth, that in my Father's houſe are many 
** manfions, and plentiful accommodations. 
* And though I leave you for the preſent, 
te you will throughout your whole life have 

te protection and needful ſupplies in all dan- 
e gers and difficulties, I go before you 
e now. But you ſhall follow me hereafter, 
te and may be aſſured of a kind reception 
* into the manſions, I prepare for you.” 

If it were not ſo, Fwould have told you. I 


q ta prepare @ place for you. And if IT go, 


and prepare a place for you; I will'come a- 
gain, ard receive you to myſelf, that where I 
am, there ye may be alſo, And, after his 


reſurrection: I a/cend to my Father, and your John x 


Pather : and to my God, and your God, 
That 


„ Contimunur fmilltoddt Nam ſolent qui primi in di- 
verſorium venerunt ceteris jam adventantibus obviam pro- 
cedere, et eos introducere, &c. Grat. in 3. 
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A FUNERAL SERMON | 
That is the firſt thing in the words. 


IT. The other thing obſervable is an ar- 


gument or conſideration, by which the 


truth and certainty of that declaration is im- 


preſſed upon them. 


The argument is friendly and familiar, 
ſuited to perſons who are treated with inti- 
macie, as the diſciples had been by our Lord, 
and were not unacquainted with the doctrine 
he had taught ; but knew, that this point, of 
another life, and recompenſes therein, had 
been much infiſted on by him. Though 
therefore the argument be familiar, it is 
very forcible, and muſt have come with 
great weight upon their minds. ; 

Fit were not ſo, I would have told you. 
The ſum of this argument is: I * would 
* not deceive you. If you take me for a 
«« perſon of ſincerity, as certainly you muſt, 
ce you will relye upon the truth of what I 
« fay concerning this matter. 

The argument ſeems to compriſe in it 


| theſe ſeveral thoughts and conſiderations: 
. moſt of which might ariſe in the diſciples 


minds, 


Fi locus non eſſet vobis, aperte hoc dixiſſem vobis, 
ut mos meus eſt : ademiſſem vobis {| pem inanem. Grot. 
in loc. 
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minds, and do now readily preſent them- 
_* to us. 
« You know, that have profeſſed to 

— 10 with divine authority, and that I have 
ce in the moſt ſolemn manner promiſed e- 
cc « verlaſting life and happineſſe to them that 
believe in me, and obey my precepts.. 
<** You muſt therefore relye upon the truth 
e of this declaration, and the doctrine I 
now remind you of, and ſhould take the 
* comfort of it. If you would not caſt 
upon me the reflection of being a deceiver, 
you muſt receive this propoſition, as 

« molt true and certain.“ 
| You have often heard me ſpeak to this 
purpoſe. I came down from heaven, not to do John vi. 
my own will, but the will of him that ſent 3% 4. 
me. And this is the Father's will, that of 
all which he has given me, I ſhould loſe no- 
thing, but ſhould raiſe it up at the laſt day. 
And this is the will of him that ſent me, that 
every one which ſeeth the ſon, and believeth 
on him, may have everlaſting life, and 1 will 
raiſe him up at the laſt day. 

Moreover you have received and owned john vi. 
me, as a teacher come from God, yea as 68. 99: 


the Chriſt, and having the words of eternal 
life, 


After 
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After this you cannot but be perſuaded, 
that I am true and ſincere. I muſt know 
what is the truth. It is impoſſible, I ſhould 


be ignorant, whether there is another life 


John 11. 
32. 


Matt. vi. 
19. 20. 


after this, or not. And you cannot but 
think, that what IJ have ſayd is agreeable to 
the truth of things. 

So John Baptiſt faid in his laſt teſtimonie 


to Jeſus: And what be hath ſeen and heard, 


that he teftifyes. He that receiveth bis teſti- 
monie hath ſet to his ſeal, that God is true. 

2. * Confider, how upon the ground of 
ce the expeQation of recompenſes in a future 


s ſtate, I have taught and required men, 
& in the whole of their life here, not to 


«© ſeek principally the things of this preſent 


« world, but of another. 

I have taught men, in all acts of wor- 
ſhip performed to God, and of goodneſſe 
to one another, not to aim at preſent and 


earthly, but future and heavenly recom- 
penſes. And I have directed them not to 


lay up to themſelves treaſures on earth, lyable 


to waſting and corruption: but rather fo lay 
up to themſelves treaſures in heaven, which 
are ſecure above all accidents ; where neither 
moth nor ruſt doth corrupt, and where thieves 
do not break through and ſteal. I have alſo 

directed 


— 


for the Reverend Dr. Hur. 9 
| directed you not to do your alms to be ſeen fm vi. 
* men, but as privatly as poſſible, that your 
d Father, which ſeeth in ſecret, may reward 
fe you openly, in the day of judgement and 
ut general retribution. 
to Yea I have not only taught moderation of 
affection for worldly riches and reputation: 
ie but I have alſo encouraged men to endure 
4, neglect, contempt, reproach, pain, and all 
2 kinds of ſufferings in the way of truth and 
righteouſneſſe, if need be, with aſſurances 
of of a reward that ſhall be exceeding great. 
Ire I have pronounced them bleſſed, who ſuffer 
en, upon that account, ſaying : Bleſſed are they Matt. v. 


to which are perſecuted for righteouſneſſe ſale, 


ent for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Bleſſed 
are ye, when men ſhall revile you, and perſe- 


or- - cute you, and ſay all Manner of evil of you 
eſſe Jalliy for my ſake. Rejoyce, and be exceeding 
ind glad: for great is your reward in heaven. 


Certainly I, who have continually taught 
you and others in this manner, muſt be ſin- 
cere in what I declare, and be fully per- 
ſwaded, that there is another world, where 
all good and righteous men, perſevering to 
the end, ſhall be very happy, and be glo- 
riouſly rewarded. 

3. Conſider farther, ©* the precepts de- 
* * by me are ſuch, that obedience to 

C * them 


Wil * 
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them cannot have it's reward in the pre- 


s ſent world, but in another only.“ 
I have declared them bleſſed, who are 


Mat. v. 6. pure in heart: and have recommended un- 


diſſembled, unaffected humility and con- 
deſcenſion. I have preſcribed the regulation 
of thoughts and affections, as well as out- 
ward actions: and have directed men to 
pray to God in ſecret, and to do other good 
works out of the notice and obſervation of 
men: all which virtue and goodneſſe can 


have a reward in another, and yet inviſible 


world only. A truly virtuous and excellent 
diſpoſition of mind will, as there is oppor- 
tunity, produce a laudable behaviour. But 


it is not in the power of men to reward all 


good conduct, ſuppoſing they were well 


diſpoſed to it. Much leſs can men reward 


ſecret piety, or the virtue of the mind, 
which is known to God only. Nor does 
God always interpoſe for the ſecurity, proſ- 
perity and honour of his moſt faithful ſer- 
vants: but permits virtue to undergo, for 
the preſent, the ſevereſt trials. And many 
will be perſecuted for righteouſneſſe ſake. 

As the precepts delivered by me are of 
this kind, I muſt know, that there is ano-- 
ther ftate, where they who do the things I 
ſay ſhall receive a full reward, 

4. Conſider the methods and argu- 


«© ments, 
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© ments, which I have made uſe of to in- 
« duce men to believe in me, and become 
« my diſciples.” 

Have I therein ſhewn any improper re- 


gard to my own honour and intereſt in 


this world? Have I made uſe of any ſpecious 
and artful methods, to encreaſe the num- 
ber of my followers? Have I invited any 
into my ſervice by promiſes or intimations 
of worldly eaſe and grandeur? Have you at 
any time obſerved me to encourage the hopes 
of any advantages, but ſuch as flow from 
true religion, real virtue and righteouſneſſe, 
and from the favour, approbation, and bleſ- 
ſing of God in this world, and another? 
Have I not often, and openly declared : 


ſome have expreſſed a readie diſpoſition to 
bear me companie, and joyn themſelves to 
my train; have I not immediatly told them, 
without reſerve or diſguiſe, how light the 
accommodations are, with which I am pro- 
vided? And that the fon of man has not 


here one quiet and ſettled habitation of his 


own? When the rich man, who was alto 


IT 


He that taketh not his croſſe, and followeth 4 X, 
after me, is not worthie of me? And, Whoſo- | Wd 
ever he be of you, that forſaketh not all that 33. 

he hath, he cannot be my diſciple? When 


a ruler, came to me, ſaying : Good maſter, Lulæe 


what good thing ſhall I do, that I may inherit * 18. 


Cc 2 eternal 
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eternal life? did J pitch upon ſome eaſie 
precept, the better to bring in ſuch an one, 
either for my own, or your preſent advan- 
tage? did I not remind him of the com- 
mandments of God? And when he anſwer- 
ed, that he had kept them; did I not fay 
unto him: Go, and ell all that thou haſt, 
and give to the poor: and thou ſhalt have 
treaſure in heaven, and come, follow me? 
Whereupon he went away ſorrowful. 

This my plainneſſe and openneſſe in treat- 
ing men may fully fatisfy you of my inte- 
grity, and that I act ſincerely, when I aſſure. 
you, that there is another world, befide the 
preſent. 


5. Recollect, what has been my be- 


e haviour toward perſons of influence and 


authority in the world.” 

Have you obſerved me to ſcek my own, 
or your honour and intereſt, by gratifying 
and pleaſing men in power? No, you know 
very well, that I have openly denounced 


the diſpleaſure of God againſt the Scribes 


Mat. xxii. 
16. 


and Phariſees, upon account of their doc- 
trine and conduct, derogatorie to the ho- 
nour of God, and the intereſt of religion. 
Inſomuch that even the worſt, and moſt 
inveterate of my enemies have afforded me 
the character of an impartial teacher of 

truth, 
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0 truth, without undue reſpects to the per- | 
. ſons of any men. ih 
1 6. © Eſpecially may you perceive by my | 
- „ behaviour toward yourſelves, whether I | 
= „ am ſincere, and may be relyed upon, ig h 
y „ what I now ſay ?: | 
2}, 3 - Whenl called you to attend me, I did 
ve not invite and draw you by worldly offers. 
2 You are ſenſible, that when you obeyed my _ * 
call, you left all and followed me. Mark x. 
i- The doctrine of the croſſe, the practiſe of 2 | 
o- ſelf-denial, I have inculcated upon all, eſ- | 
ire. pecially upon you. I have indeed declared | 
he to you, that the /aborer is worthie of his Lukex. 7. ö 
hire, and that in diſcharging your office you 
e- will meet with kind and courteous entertain- | 
nd ment from worthie perſons, But I have as Matt. x. | 
3 plainly told you, that many others will 
vn, treat you with a ſpirit of the bittereſt enmity | 
ing and diſpleaſure: that they will perſecute you | 
ow from city to city: and that you will be brought - | 
ced before Kings and rulers for my name ſake : | 
bes directing you however 70 poſſeſs your ſouls in Luke xxi. | 
oc- J patience, and aſſuring you, that he who en- Mitt. x. | | 
ho- auretb to the end fhall be ſaved. 22. N 
ion. I have likewiſe intimated to you, that l 
aoſt- ou cannot expect better treatment than I | 
me have had, if you keep cloſe to my doctrine | 
of and example, as you ought. For the diſ- Matt. x. 
ath, _ is not above his maſter : nor the ſer- 28. ö 


vant 
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vant above his lord. And becanſe ye are 
not of the world, but I have chojen you out of 


the world, therefore the world, many therein, 


will hate you. | 

Yeu muſt likewiſe be ſenſible, that as I 
have with much care and tenderneſſe cher- 
iſhed and encouraged every good principle; 
ſo J have alſo freely warned and admoniſhed 
you, as there has been occaſion, 

J have plainly told you, that you are 
happie, and my diſciples indeed, if you do 
the things that I have commanded. And 
that not calling me Lord, Lord; nor even 


working miracles in my name, but only 


doing the uuil of my Father <which is in bea- 
ven, will entitle you to the rewards of the 


kingdom, which I have ſo often fpoken of: 


and that all others will be rejected by me 


at the laſt, though they had been familiar 


Luke xiii. 


26. 


friends and acquaintance, and had eaten and 
drunk in my preſence. 


Whatever has been amiſs in you I have 
reproved and condemned, even the weak- | 
neſſe of your faith, and the flowneſle of 
your underſtandings, owing to prevailing | 


prejudices ; and eſpecially all faulty conduct, 
proceeding from a worldly frame, and too 
ſtrong affection for earthly things. 


When I ſpake to you of my future ſuffer- 
ings, and thereupon Peter, who before had 
| made 


had 
nade 


great exerciſe dominion and authority: ſo Mat. xx. 
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made a very agreeable confeſſion of my be- 

ing the Chriſt, the Son of God, began to 
remonſtrate, ſaying : Be it far from thee, Matt. xvi. 
Lord, this ſhall not be unto thee : did I not 2 23. 
turn me about, and, in the preſence of you 

all, ſay unto him: Get thee behind me, Sa- 

tan, thou art an offenſe to me: for thou ſa- 

voreſt not the things that be of God, but 

thoſe that be of men? 

And when you had a ſtrife one with 
another, who ſhould be the greateſt in the 
kingdom of the Meſſiah : ſuppoſing it to 
have in it places of honour and perferment, 
ſuch as it really has not: did I not ſay unto 
you: Unleſs ye be converted, and become as Mat. xvii. 
little children, ye ſball not enter into the king- 
dom of beaven ? 

Do you not remember likewiſe what I 
fayd to the two ſons of Zebedee, when their 
mother came to me with that petition, that 
they might fit, the one on the right band, and Mas. xx. 
the other on the left, in my kingdom ? Mp 

And have I not told you, that whereas 
in the kingdoms of this world they who are 


it ſhall not be with you ; but whoſoever will *5: 27. 
be great among you, let him be your miniſter : 
and whoever will be chief among you, let him 
be your ſervant. 
Thus I have treated you from the begin- 
ing 
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ing to this time, I have encouraged you to 
follow me, and to continue faithful to me, 

with the hazard of all things: and have di- 
rected you not to ſeek great things for your- 
ſelves here by any means, but riches and 
honour in the kingdom of heaven, And 
when I now ſpeak to you of another world, 

and manſions therein: can any of you doubt 
the truth of what I ſay? How ſtrange an 
idea muſt you then have of me ! how inju- 
rious! But far be ſuch a ſuppoſition as this. 

You are well ſatisfied of my ſincerity. You 
have had full proof of that, and of my know- 
ledge of all things. You muſt therefore be 
fully perſwaded, that there are, as I ſay 


unto you, manſions in my Father's houſe for 


my-ſelf, and for you, and for all, whom 
you, in the ſervice to which you have been 


called and appointed, ſhall be able to bring 


to true virtue and goodneſſe. 
7. The relation we ſtand in to each 


cc other may aſſure you of my ſincerity, and 


te that I am to be relyed upon in what I 


« now ſay.” 
Do men uſe to impoſe upon and dees 
and that in matters of importance, thoſe 


whom they love, and by whom they are 


eſteemed and beloved? I choſe you out of 
the whole number of my diſciples, to be 


uſually with me, And I have taught you 
in 


— — — _— — — —— — — 
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in public and in private. I have anſwered 

your queſtions, and removed your ſcruples. 

I have treated you as my Friends: for all John xv. 
things that I have heard of my Father I have 
made known unto you, And is my affection 
changed, that I ſhould not hve you to the — xi. 1. 
end of my lite ? 

You too have loved me, and have believed i. 17. 

that I came out from God. You have made a 

very acceptable profeſſion of faith in me, 

and reſpe& for me. When many went back, jon vi. 
and walked no more with me; you would A 
not forſake me, though I left you to your 

own choice, to abide with me, or go away. 

And hitherto ye are they which have conti- Lake wii 
nued with me in my temptations, and have 


| ſhared in the reproaches and obloquie, caſt 


upon me. Whereby, as you cannot but 
know, you have not a little endeared your- 
ſelves to me. And now by your grief for 
my departure, in the manner I have ſpoken 
of, (though that grief be not duly regulated,) 
you have evidently ſhewn an eſteem and 
value for me, and a concern for my honour. 
And can it be thought, that I ſhould intend 
to delude you? Is it not much more reaſon- 
able to conclude, that the reality is fully 
| D anſwer- 
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anſwerable to the expreſſions made uſe of by 


8. Once more, © the circumſtances we 
are in may aſſure you of my being ſin- 
« cere in what I ſay.” | 
Dying men have ſeldom any inclination 
to deceit and fallacie. The near proſpect of 


death puts an end to ſuch artifices, though 


they had been practiſed before. Moreover 


the chearfulneſſe, with which I ſpeak of 


John xiv. 


19. 


dying, and ſuch a death as I have in view, 
may aſſure you, I am well ſatisfied about 
the conſequences of it, as to my-ſelf, And 
if I live, ye ſhall live alſo. If you love one 
another, as I have loved you, and Pang 
all other things, which I have recommende 
to you, our intereſts are the ſame. You are 
not now to go with me, nor to follow me 
immediatly. But you ſhall follow me ſome 
time hence. 

Let not then any afflictive circumſtances 


in this world deject your ſpirits, or cauſe you 


| to abandon a juſt and well-grounded expecta- 


tion, My departure is only like that of 
one, who goes before, to prepare for the 
reſt of the companie. And hereafter, if 
need be, I will come forth, and conduct 

you 


for the Reverend Dr. Hur. 


you into the manſions, which I now ſpeak | 


to you of 
So did our Lord comfort and encourage 
his diſciples, 


III. Having ſpoken to the two points in 
the text, I ſhall now add ſome remarks and 
inferences, 

1. We may hence conclude, that it is 
« of great importance, to maintain the 
te hope and expectation of another life.” 

Our Lord was pleaſed to enforce the con- 
viction and perſwaſion of a future ſtate upon 
the minds of his diſciples, by the conſider- 
ation of his own integrity, of which there 
were ſo many proofs, and which was abſo- 
lutly unqueſtionable. | 

His Apoſtles afterwards ſhew a like ear- 


neſt concern to keep up in the minds of 


Chriſtians a firm perſwaſion and lively hope 
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of another life after this. Wherefore, ſays 1 Pet. i. 


St. Peter, gird up the loyns of your mind, be '* 
ſober, and hope unto the end for the grace that 


is to be brought unto you at the revelation of 
Feſus Chriſt, In like manner the Apoſtle 


to the Hebrews : Caft not away therefore your Heb. x. 
confidence, which has great recompenſe of re- 35: 36. 


ward, For ye have need of patience, that 
D 2 after 


— 
— — 


1 Cor. xv. 
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ofter ye have done the will of God, ye might 
receive the promiſe, For yet a little while, 


and be that ſhall come, will come, and will 


not tarry, And it is with warmth that St. 
Paul expreſſeth himſelf to the Corinthians: 
Now, if Chriſt be preached, that he roſe from 
the dead, how ſay ſome among you, that there 
7s no reſurrection of the dead ? - - Be not de- 
cerved, Evil communications corrupt good 
manners. Never let us hearken to ſuch 
ſuggeſtions. For they diſcourage all gene- 
rous action. This life, at it's beſt eſtate, 
is then, indeed, altogether vanity. Yea this 
whoſe ſyſtem of things, and all the defigns 
of Providence, would then be mean and in- 
conſiderable, and below the great characters 

of creator and governour of the world. 

2. We hence learn, how life and im- 
* mortality may be ſaid to be brought to 
e light in the goſpel.” 

Allowing, that a future ſtate of recom- 
penſe, or immortal life, may be ſurely de- 
duced from reaſon, and argued from divers 
parts of the Old Teſtament, it may be juſtly 
{aid to be brought to light through the goſ- 
del; it having there received a great deal of 
additional evidence. Here we have the ſo- 
lemn and expreſs declaration and promiſe of 

one 
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of one teaching in the name of God, and 
proving his miſſion by miracles. And the 
expectation is confirmed by every part of 
his doctrine, by the precepts and rules of 
life delivered by him, by the whole of his 
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behaviour in this world, toward thoſe who 


were dear to him, and toward others, 
by his unparalleled diſintereſtedneſſe, by his 
zeal for the glory of God and the welfare 
of men, and by every virtue of his moſt ex- 
cellent and exemplarie life, and alſo by his 
death and reſurrection, and by the ſending 
down of gifts upon thoſe who believed in 
him. 

Moreover here the idea of the future hap- 
pineſſe is emproved above all the diſco- 
veries of reaſon, The body is to be raiſed 
up incorruptible and immortal. Good men 
ſhall be made like unto the angels. They 


ſhall ſee God. And they ſhall meet together, 


and live and reign with Chriſt, Thus is the 
felicity of the ſaints deſcribed by the Apoſtle 
at the conſummation of all things: And ſo 
[Pall we ever be with the Lord. In like 
manner ſpeaks Chriſt himſelf to the diſciples 
here: And if I go, and prepare a place for 
you ; 1 will come again and receive you to my- 
ſelf, that where J am, * ye may be alſo. 
And 


1 Theſſ. 
iv. 1 7. 
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John xvii. And thus he prays for them: Father, 7 will, 
15 * that they whom thou haſt given me be with me, 
| aig ' where Jam, that they may behold the glorie, 
il which thou haſt given me. By living with 
wi. i John iii. him, and ſeeing him as he is, they will be 
_ Es brought to a moſt happy reſemblance of 
1 him in purity and holineſſe. And their 
[4 Philip. iii. now frail bodies ſhall be made ie unto. his 
mot glorious body. This is a very delightful 
and exalted idea of the future happineſſe. 
How deſirable is it to be with him, who is 
ſo excellent and amiable! whoſe ſociety on 
earth was ſo engaging and emproving ! to 
be with him not only for a while, but for 
ever; and to be like him in external glorie, 
and the perfection of virtue 
3. © This doctrine affords ſupport and 
& comfort under all the troubles and afflic- 
* tions of this mortal life, particularly the 
te departure of dear and valuable friends.” 
Our Lord makes uſe of this argument to 
pacify his diſciples, who were greatly per- 
plexed and diſtreſſed at the thought of his 
going away from them. St. Paul emproves 
1 Theft, the ſame argument to the like purpoſe. But 
. 13— Tuould not have you ignorant, brethren, con- 
18. 3 
cerning them which are aſleep : that ye ſorrow - 
nof even as others, who have no hope, For if 
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we believe, that Feſus dyed and roſe again; 
even ſo them alſo which ſleep in Feſus will God 
bring with him. - - - Wherefore comfort one 
another with theſe words. 

It is a happineſſe to know good and great 
men. But then it is afflictive to part with 
them. However the principles of religion 
afford us comfort upon this, as well as other 
occaſions of grief, Though earthly friends 
dye, God lives for ever. And he will be 
with us, and bleſs us, if we fear and ſerve 


him. When father and mother, and other * Avi. 


friends, for/ſake us, we are caſt upon the 
divine care and protection. And then eſ- 
pecially he will Take us up, and care for us. 
As for them, their removal is to their ad- 
vantage. 
than to abide here. 


a3 


To be with Chriſt is far better, Philip. i. 
Bleſſed are the dead, 


which dye in the Lord. They reſt from their Rev. xiv. 


labours, and their works do follow them. This 
we cannot doubt to be the caſe of our late 
excellent friend. 


Shall I now take ſome notice of the gifts 


beſtowed upon him, the uſe he made of 


them, the acceptance he met with, and the 
fruit of his endeavours? Will not this an- 
{wer ſome good ends and purpoſes? May it 
not aſſwage our grief, encreaſe our gratitude 
to 
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to God, excite our emulation, and direct 
our practiſe ? 

Dr. JEREMIAH HUNT was born in 
London, June 11. 1678. His father dying, 
when he was not more than two years of 
age; he, with his two fiſters, was left, un- 
der Providence, to the care of a tender 
mother : who, when he grew up, intended 
to put him to a trade, But he chooſing 
to ſerve God in preaching the goſpet, and 
earneſtly deſiring to continue his ſtudies 
with that view, ſhe complyed with his 
requeſt : and with the aſſiſtance of her 
relations, of which ſhe had ſeveral in good 
circumſtances, ſhe gave her ſon a truly 
liberal education. 

When he had been ſufficiently inſtruc- 
ted in grammar learning, he began his 
academical ſtudies at Mr. Thomas Rowe's, 
a Miniſter in this city. After that he 
went to Edinburgh, and from thence to 
Leyden in Holland. 

There is ſometimes a happy concurrence 
of circumſtances for forming and qualify- 
ing perſons of elevated minds for important 
ſervice, Such ſeems to have been the caſe 
here. And, as we may reaſonably think, 


not without a kind and over-ruling Provi- 


dence ; 


„ 
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dence: foraſmuch as the gifts, beſtowed 
upon any men, are not barely for them- 


ſelves, nor for vain ſhew and oftentation, 
but for the benefit of Sthers. 

The Profeſſors of Leyden at that time 
were men of great renown for ability and 


{kill in the ſeveral branches of literature. 


And indeed it is ſo ordered by the wiſdom 
of the Government, that for the moſt part 
the Profeſſors chairs in that Univerſity are 
filled with men, who are an ornament to 
the Republic of Letters, and greatly ad- 
vance it's intereſts by their writings and 
other labours. And there is a great reſort 
of youth of all ranks, who are deſigned 
for Law or Magiſtracie, Divinity and Me- 
dicine: and that not only from the ſeveral 
cities of the Province of Holland, but 
from all thef Provinces, and from ſeveral 
parts of Europe; more eſpecially from Eng- 
land, Germanie, and the Northern Coun- 


treys. And many of them come thither 


with the ſame views, that carry our young 
Gentlemen over; for compleating the ſtudies, 
which they had begun, and made ſome 
progreſſe in, at Univerſities nearer home. 
Whence it comes to paſs, that there are 


many, who are not mere novices, but have 
E made 
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made ſome conſiderable advances in know- 
ledge. And the Quality, eſpecially from 
Germanie, are uſually attended by Gover- 
nours, who are well bred Gentlemen, and 
are not only maſters of the ancient learn- 
ing, but well acquainted likewiſe with mo- 
dern hiſtorie, and the views and intereſts 
of the ſeveral Courts of Europe. 
Education in ſuch a place of general re- 


| ſort is of great uſe. An acquaintance with 


men of different nations, and remote coun- 
treys, who bring with them the knowledge 


they have gained in diſtant nurſeries of 


learning, though that acquaintance ſhould 


be flight and tranſient only, opens and en- 


larges the mind, renders men leſs impati- 
ent of contradiction, and leſs offended at 
the different opinions and manners of men, 
and lays the foundation of many other a- 
greeable advantages to the perſon himſelf, 
and to thoſe among whom his future lot 
is caſt. 

He alſo met with a competent number 
of his own countreymen, perſons of good 


families, ſober, well-diſpoſed, ſtudious : 


many of whom have fince made a good 

figure in life, ſome in the miniſtrie, ſome 

in other ſtations of honour and uſefulneſſe. 
Moreover, 
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Moreover, Mr. Millan, the Miniſter of 
the Engliſh church at Leyden, was a man 
eminent for piety, learning, and a juſt diſ- 
cernment of things. And his diſcourſes 
on Lord's days in the forenoon were, as I 
have heard, as ſuitable and profitable for 
ſtudents, eſpecially for ſtudents in Divi- 
nity, as the Profeſſors + lectures, 

Mr. Millan's converſation likewiſe muſt 
have been of no ſmall benefit to thoſe En- 
gliſn ſtudents, who were ſo wiſe as to de- 
fire and value it. And fo wiſe Mr. Hunt 
was, as will appear preſently. 

According to the beſt information I have 
been able to obtain, Mr. Hunt came to 
Leyden in Auguſt or September 1699. and 
left it to return home ſome time in the 
year 1701, 


E 2 Whilſt 


+ J once ſuppoſed, from what I had heard occaſionally, 
that Mr. Millan delivered in thoſe ſermons a ſyſtem of Jew- 
iſh Antiquities. But a Gentleman, who was then at Ley- 
den, repreſents the ſubject of them in this manner: That 
Mr. Millan for many months together preached upon 
* the genuinneſſe and authority of the Scriptures of the 
« Old Teſtament, as they appeared from the Maſoretic 
„Doctors and other Jewiſh writers, &c. which afforded 
* much inſtruction and entertainment to the Engliſh ſtu- 
« dents.” The Gentleman, from whom I have this, was 


then very young. And it is eaſie to ſuppoſe, that his ac- 


count is not compleat. However it hence appears, that 
thoſe diſcourſes of Mr. Millan tended to lead his hearers 
into the knowledge of the Scriptures, and Jewiſh learning, 
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Whilſt he was there, he ſtudyed Eccle- 
ſiaſtical Hiſtorie and Sacred Geographie un- 


der the very celebrated Frederic Spanheim; 


and heard the lectures of the other Profeſ- 
ſors on Philoſophie, Civil Law, and Divi- 


nity; and particularly the very uſeful lec- 


ture of Perizonius upon Univerſal Hiſtorie, 
which held ten months, and was always 


well attended. Here Mr. Hunt entered 


« himſelf to be one of the few out of a 
very numerous audience, who were to 
be publicly examined every Saturday, con- 


La 


e cerning the lectures of the preceding 


part of the week. When he ſo acquit- 
* ed himſelf, as to give entire ſatisfaction 
ce and much pleaſure to the Profeſſor him- 
te ſelf, and all the ſtudents in general.“ 
In the month of Januarie in the year 


A" 


1522 or thereabout, a Rabbi || from Lithua- 


nia 


| * That Rabbi in the ſummer following publicly re- 
* nounced Judaiſm, and was baptized on a week-day in 
«« St. Peter's church at Leyden by Profeſſor J. Trigland. 


e fwho probably was Rector of the Univerſity at that 


« time.] The Profeſſor Trigland appeared to be his good 
ce friend, and had him often at his houſe.” This infor- 


mation 1 have received from a Gentleman, who was then. 


at Leyden, How that Rabbi behaved, and what became 
of him, afterwards, I have not learned: except that ano- 
ther friend, who was at Levden ſome time after this, tells 
me, he left that city, and went into Germanie, 


; » 
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nia opened a lecture for teaching Jewiſh 
learning, He was reckoned a man of vir- 
tue, and very knowing in his profeſſion, 
And not long after he publicly embraced 
the Chriſtian Religion, Five or fix at leſt 
of the Engliſh ſtudents, beſide others, had 
the curioſity to attend his lecture. One 
of whom was Mr, Hunt, And Mr, Mil- 
lan too was pleaſed to joyn himſelf to their 
number. The Rabbi having carryed them 
through the Hebrew Grammar proceeded 
to read and explain to them the Miſna, the 
great repoſitorie of the ancient Jewiſh learn- 
ing. But it was not long, before ſeveral 
of our young countreymen, diſheartened 
by othe difficulty of the ſtudie, gave out, | 
Mr. Millan however, and Mr. Hunt, and q 
perhaps another, were unwearied and per- 
ſevered. Some there were, who could not 
but wonder at Mr. Hunt's extraordinarie 
diligence in what they deemed a fruitleſs 44 
ſtudie. But he was unmoved, and has 611 
ſince declared, that from thoſe lectures | | 
| 


<« he had reaped ſuch pleaſure and emprove- 
* ment, as abundantly compenſated all his W 
te paſt labour and toil.“ For certain this was I prov. xvii. | 
a price 16. | 

+ St. Jerome had two Hebrew maſters, firſt, a converted i 
= 
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a price put into the hand of one, who 
knew how to make ule of it. 

And thus Mr. Hunt, having en 
ral parts, and being inquiſitive, and thirſt- 
ing after knowledge, made all the emprove- 
ment of theſe ſeveral advantages, which his 
friends at home could wiſh or deſire. 

He began to preach, while he was in 
Holland. The occaſion I take to have 


been this? There was then a ſmall En- 


gliſh congregation at Amſterdam. Being 
deſtitute of a Paſtor, they applyed to the 
candidates for the Miniſtrie at Leyden for 
a ſupply. For any one of them to un- 
dertake it, would have been too great an 
interruption in his ſtudies, and an obſtruc- 


tion to future uſefulneſſe. However three 


of them conſented to preach to them by 
turns for a while. One of whom was our 


friend, 
And 


Jew, afterwards another, who retained his Judaiſm. Ad 
quam edomandam, cuidam fratri, qui ex Hebraeis credi- 
derat, me in diſciplinam tradidi. Ad Ruft. Ep. g5. al. 4. 
T. 4. p. 774. m. Hebraeam linguam, quam ego ab ado- 
leſcentia multo labore ac ſudore ex parte didici. Ad 
Eufloch, Ep. 86. al. 27. p. 686. . Veni rurſum Jeroſo- 
lymam et Bethleem. Quo labore, quo pretio Bar- aninam 
nocturnum habui praeceptorem ! Timebat enim Judaeos, 
et mihi alterum exhibebat Nicodemum. Ep. 41. al. 65. 
ib. p. 342. f. Vid. et adv. Ruf. l. 1. p. 363. 
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And it is not unlikely, that this was the 
firſt occaſion of his preaching without notes, 
that being the univerſal cuſtom abroad. 
But I preſume, that he did not then, any 
more than ſince, write out his ſermons at 
length. But having with care and dili- 
gent examination made himſelf maſter of 
his text and ſubject, and well digeſted his 
thoughts, he clothed them in the language, 
which offered in the deliverie : not neg- 
lecting however a due care in the prepara- 
tion, as well as afterwards, to ſecure pro- 
priety and perſpicuity of expreſſion. 

Which to me appears an excellent me- 
thod, when there are ſufficient abilities for 
it. I mean a ſtock of knowledge, readineſſe 
of thought, and a good memorie, All 
which talents fell to the lot of our friend 
in a high degree of perfection. I have been 
told, that whilſt he was preaching one of 
thoſe his firſt ſermons in Holland, he was 
by ſome means led into a miſtaken com- 
putation of the time. And thinking he 
had not yet filled up the hour, he continu- 
ed his diſcourſe for ſome good while be- 
yond his firſt intention, and the uſual time, 
without any diſcernible confuſion, or diſ- 
agreeable tautologie, 

Upon 
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of reſpect, not to 
of letters. Nevertheleſs, ſuch was his 


2 modeſtie, I believe, it gave more ſatisfac- 
tion to his friends, than to himſelf, 
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Upon his return to England, he preached 
three years as Aſſiſtant to a congregation 
at Tunſtead, near Norwich ; where he was 


greatly eſteemed, and earneſtly importun- 
ed to ſettle with them. But there were 


| ſome conſiderations, of no ſmall moment, 


which prevented his complying with their 
requeſt, However there are ſtill ſome fa- 


milies in that place and it's neighborhood, 
which to this very day, as I am well aſ- 


ſured, have a moſt affectionate and reſpect- 

ful remembrance of him, 1 
Not long after his coming up to Lon- 

don, in the year 1709. or 1710. he was 


called to the paſtoral office in this congre- 


gation, which he accepted, and has diſ- 
charged with great reputation, through di- 


vine mercie, for about five and thirty years 
to the day of his death. 


In the year 1729. the Univerſity of 


Edinburgh, out of a regard to his diſtin- 
guiſhed merit, complimented him with the 


higheſt honorarie Le their gift: A piece 


lighted by any man 
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His manner of preaching has been ſo 
remarkable, that I think my-ſelf obliged 
to remind you of it ſomewhat diſtinctly. 
For in the time of his laborious miniſtrie 
among you, he has gone over the Goſpels 
and the Acts of the Apoſtles more than 
once. And once at leſt he has in a like 
manner explained and emproved the Epiſtles 
of the New Teſtament throughout, and in 
order, and alſo the firſt three chapters of 
the book of the Revelation. Since that he 


has preached upon the more uſeful and 


practical parts of the Epiſtles in a way ſome- 
what leſs continued. He preached over 
the whole book of Proverbs, making ſome 
paſſages in that book his ſubje& every 
Lord's day morning for ſome of thoſe years, 
in which he preached twice in the day. 
And afterwards he began, and finiſhed a 
courſe of ſermons on the principles of re- 
ligion and the main doctrines of the Chri- 
ſtian Revelation, and their connexion and 
influence on each other, . 

F His 


++ I have likewiſe an authentic account of another ſet 
of ſermons, preached not long after his ſettlement at Pin- 
ners-hall. It is the copie of a letter ſent by him to a judi- 
cious Divine, with whom he had contracted a pleaſing ac- 
quaintance, during his ſtay in Norfolk, © Mr. Hunt 
r © (ends 
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His great concern all along has mani- 
feſtly been to attain the true ſenſe of Scrip- 
ture, and faithfully to make known what 
he judged to be the will of God to thoſe 
whom he had undertaken to inſtruct and 
admoniſh, This he did with great impar- 
tiality, remarkable difihtereſtedneſſe, and 


_ inflexible integrity. 


If at any time he exceeded himſelf, fo 
far as I underſtand, it was, when he was 
explaining and erpproving that part of the 
apoſtolic hiſtorie, where mention is made 
of the leave, which St. Paul took of the 
Elders of the church of Epheſus. Acts xx. 
179——35. In the courſe of thoſe ſer- 
mons there was ſo warm, ſo natural, ſo 

unaffected 


« ſends his learned friend an account of his preaching, to 
«© be approved or diſapproved, and for him to let him 


„ know what he diſliked. He informs him, that he had 


1 proved a God, and repreſented the grounds, on which 
« our faith in the Scriptures is founded. Then he treated 
« on the attributes of God. He had conſidered alſo the 
« government of our firſt parents, the fitneſſe of their 
e being tryed by prohibiting the eating a certain fruit, 
© and the conſequences of it. He had given a ſuccin& 
before the flood, and the fitneſſe 
« of tranſlating Enoch. This had been the ſubject of his 
ce laſt diſcourſe at the time of writing this letter: At the 
4 concluſion of which he aſſures his friend, that he took 
« all the care he could to urge what is the laſt end of re- 
« yealed truth, viz. divine temper and life.” 
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unaffected and ſolemn an appeal to his 
ſtated hearers, that he had in his own 
miniſterial conduct uprightly endeavored to 
copy after St. Paul, and follow the exam- 
ple, which he there repreſents himſelf to 
have given; that though it is now many 
years, ſince thoſe ſermons were preached ; 


I find they do ſtill make very lively and 


affecting impreſſions on ſome of you, and 


thoſe of the beſt proficience. I preſume, 
they muſt be remembred by many. And 
I humbly hope, that few or none, who 
heard them, will ever forget them. 
Though he ſeldom committed his ſermons 
to writing, they were not extempore effu- 
ſions; but the fruit of ſerious ſtudie, and 
impartial examination. For he delighted 
in every part of his work, and in compoſ- 
ing his ſermons he conſulted the original, 
and the ancient verſions, not omitting to 


look into the moſt celebrated critics and 


commentators. And he carefully conſider- 
ed the words themſelves, the connexion, 
and the main ſcope of the writer. Then 
he endeavored to chooſe the cleareſt and 
eaſieſt method. After all this care it is not 
to be wondered, that his remarks were 
juſt, and his inferences pertinent; and that 

F' 2 his 
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his ſermons might be eaſily underſtood, 
and long remembred by all that were at- 
tentive. And indeed there are ſeveral Mi- 
niſters, as well as private Chriſtians, who 
have emproved their judgement by only 
hearing him occaſionally. 

It was his conſtant care to repreſent the 
true ſenſe of Scripture, and the doctrine, 
which according to the beſt of his judge- 
ment was conformable to it. Nor could 
he ever be induced to conceal or diſguiſe 
what he thought to be the truth, for the 
ſake of popular applauſe, or to avoid, or 
filence the cenſures of miſtaken and preju- 
diced men. He might therefore truly ſay with 

2 Cor. ii, St, Paul, and take the comfort of it: Ve 
* are not as many, which corrupt the word 
of God: but as of ſincerity, but as of God, 
in the fight of God, ſpeak we in Chriſt. 
And with the ſame Apoſtle he might fay 
2 Cor. i. again: Our rejoycing is this, the teſtimonie 
+2 of our conſcience, that in ſimplicity and godly 
ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but by the 
grace of God, [or according to the goſpel 
of God, and in a manner worthie of the 
favour we have received, and the high of- 
fice we have been entruſted with ;] we have 
had our converſation in the world, 
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In brief, his preaching was ſcriptural, 
critical, paraphraſtical, and conſequently 
inſtructive. It was alſo very practical, and 
ſometimes pathetically ſo at the conclu- 
ſion. | | 
As his preaching was mightily ſuited to 
form in men a rational conviction of the 
truths of religion, and to carry them on to 
perfection; ſo his audience, though not 
numerous, has uſually conſiſted of the more 
knowing and underſtanding Chriſtians, And 
it muſt be owned, that they do honour 
to themſelves, who diſcern true merit, and 
chearfully encourage an open and ſteady 
friend to truth and liberty. And they who 
receive ſuch an one in the name of Chriſt, 
and honor him for his work ſake, as bring- 
ing with him the doctrine of pure and un- 
defiled religion, eſpecially when under dif- 
ficulties, are entitled to a like reward with 
him. So he fayd to his diſciples, who is 
truth itſelf, and never encouraged deluſive 
hopes, or groundleſs expectations: He that Matt. x. 
receiveth you, receiveth me, and be that re- ** 
cerveth me, receiveth him that ſent me. He 
that recerveth a Prophet in the name of a 
Prophet, ſhall have a Prophet's reward. 
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He ever was extremely cautious of aſ- 
ſuming authority in the church of God, 
It was his common advice to perſons ar- 
rived at years of diſcretion, © to judge for 
* themſelves, and act according to convic- 
* tion,” Which is very natural for thoſe, 
who make the Scriptures the rule of their 


faith, and have with care and diligence t 
formed their own judgement upon them. P 
| Herein, then, as well as in other things al- h 
ready mentioned, he ſhewed himſelf a faith- n 
ful ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt. He remem- ir 
; Matt. bred, that one is our maſter, even Chriſt, ti 
ö in. 8. and that all we are brethren. So did St. a 
1] 2 Cor. iv. Paul: We preach not ourſelves, ſays he, a 
f £ but Chriſt Feſus the Lord, and ourſelves ge 
f your ſervants for Jeſus ſake. Which alſo li 
f 1 Pet. v.z. is agreeable to St. Peter's directions to Bi- w 
j ſhops, that they ſhould not act as lords over let 
N God's heritage, but as enſamples to the flock. th 
| | Such he aſſures us, ben the chief ſhepherd ce 
j ſhall appear, will receive a crown of glorie re 

that fadeth not away. 

As yet I have repreſented but a part of ha 
his uſefulneſſe. His talents for inſtructing ſh 
and emproving the mind were not confined re 
to the pulpit. His converſation alſo was a ra 


great bleſſing to many. I believe, there 
are 
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are ſeveral families of God's people, beſide 
thoſe of his own congregation, where the 
younger, and perhaps ſome of the elder 
branches, are not a little indebted to him 
for a rational religion, and a well grounded 
faith in the Goſpel. | 

Such was the ſtrength of his memorie, 
that his knowledge, though of a vaſt com- 
paſſe, was always ready for uſe, Whereby 
he was eminently qualifyed to be commu- 
nicative. And, whenever he met with an 
ingenuous temper of mind, and a diſpoſi- 
tion to attend, he failed not to bring forth 
cout of his rich treaſure, There are not 
a few, both near and afar off, men of 


good underſtanding, in different ages of . 


life, ſome in the miniftrie, and others, 
who will readily ſtand up, and acknow- 
ledge, that there is no man, from whom 
they have received more uſeful hints con- 
cerning the important ſubjects of virtue and 
religion, than from him, 

He has not publiſhed ſo much as might 
have been expected: however, enough, to 
ſhew his ſentiments concerning natural and 
revealed religion, and to juſtify the cha- 
rater I have given him. 


So 
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So the Apoſtles of . Chriſt, and their 
companions, uſually called apoſtolical men, 
as an ancient writer + obſerves, either 
wrote nothing at all, or but little: (neither 
the Goſpels; nor the Epiſtles of the New 
Teſtament, being of any great length:) 
Yet they have ever been eſteemed the moſt 
eminently, and moſt extenſively uſeful Mi- 


niſters of Chriſt's kingdom. They who 


have received knowledge from him, will 


communicate it to others, both in public 
and private, in diſcourſe and writing. Upon 
the whole, I always eſteemed Dr. Hunt as 
uſeful a Miniſter, as any in his time, 
Which opinion has been as much founded 
upon the uſefulneſſe of his converſation, 
as of his preaching and writing, 

His ſentiments in religion appear to be 


very juſt, and to deſerve an attentive re- 


gard, 
He was of opinion, © that the facts, 
e upon which the Chriſtian Religion is 
* founded, have a ſtronger proof, than 
* any facts at ſuch a diſtance of time: 
e And that the books, which convey them 


e down to us, may be proved to be un- 
e corrupted 
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te corrupted and authentic with greater 
te ſtrength than any other n of e- 


4 qual antiquity.” 
“% Piety, ſays he, and extenſive virtue, 


tt are final in religion. Principles of truth 
“ are inſtrumental. What is poſitive is 
© to be regarded only as means.” 

Again: © The principles of truth, re- 
te lating to natural or revealed religion, and 
te particularly to the Chriſtian doctrine, 
te are to be conſidered as inſtrumental, and 
te deſigned to bring us to ſobriety, righte- 
te ouſneſſe and godlineſſe. And are not 
* available to our perfection and happineſſe, 
te unleſs theſe are produced by them. 


The reſpect due to moral and poſitive” 


precepts is happily and briefly expreſſed by 
him in this manner: © Let || us take care, 
that we do not raiſe poſitive duties above 
© moral, which are of eternal and immu- 
te table obligation, and the end of true re- 
* ligion. And yet let us be careful to ob- 
&© ſerve what bears the ſtamp of divine au- 
te thority. Let us not inſolently make a 
«© religion for God, but recgive it as he 
te has delivered it to us by reaſon and re- 


© velation.“ 


* 


G The 
| See his Sermon upon Penance, p. 37. 
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The deſign of the ordinance of the Lord's 
ſupper has been thus repreſented by him : 
* By receiving the ſacrament men do not 


e 1nliſt themſelves in any party: but only 


<« in general profeſs themſelves Chriſtians, 
* and thereby declare their reſolution to 


e purſue ſteadily religious virtue, as the 


A 


laſt deſign of the inſtitution of Chriſt.” 

If it ſhould be aſked, what is meant 
by religious virtue, ſome other words of his 
will. explain it. Virtue is doing what 
« is right, fit, and agreeable to the truth 
% of things. And it becomes religious 
« virtue, when praiſed out of a regard 
* to God: who, as a perfect moral agent, 
© muſt, in conſequence, will, that ſuch 


creatures as are made capable of it, ſhould 


©« conform to what reaſon dictates,” 
Our friend, whoſe deceaſe we lament, 
had a wonderful ſtrength of mind. I re- 
member him to have ſayd to me ſome years 
ago, though without vanity, (from which 
no man was more free,) that he belieyed, 
he could with conſideration recolle& almoſt 
all the ſermons he had ever preached. 'This 
has been lately confirmed to me, and more 


diſtinctly, by a common friend, in theſe 


very words: © His judgement was ſo exact, 
| that 


— — 2 . 
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© that when he had once fixed the ſenſe 


© of a text, his memorie would retain it 
« for many years. And he could eaſily, 
« and in a very little time, recolle& the 
e method, in which he had treated it, the 
6 inferences he had made, and the whole 
a1 ſermon. This was ſurpriſing, as he had 
* no notes. And yet I have known him 
« preach a ſermon upon half an hour's. 
« recolletion, which he had preached 
ce about fourteen years before. And he 
« himſelf told me, he did not believe he 
© had miſſed three ſentences. This was 
e not a pectiliar caſe. But he had fixed 
5 his ſermons in general in his head. What 
e an uncommon ſtrength of judgement and 
* memorie was this!” 

This great capacity had been cultivated 
with care and diligence. Accordingly his 
acquired attainments were proportionable. 
As much may be eaſily inferred from what 
was before ſayd of his preparatorie ſtudies, 
He well underſtood the ſeveral ſchemes of 
ancient and modern philoſophie. To the 
very end of his life he continued to read, 
by way of amuſement at leſt, the cele- 
brated ancient writers, both Greek and Ro- 
man, whether Poets, Philoſophers, or Hiſ- 
G 2 torians. 
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torians. Theſe are authors, with which 
men of the learned profeſſions are generally 
acquainted, But J preſume, I may ſay, 


without diſparagement to any, that he was 


a better judge of their beauties and per- 
ſections, blemiſhes and defects, than moſt 


ate. He had alſo read the remains of the 


ancient Greek Mathematicians, which 18. 


an uncommon part of literature. He had 
a good knowledge of the Civil. Law, In 


early life he was celebrated for {kill in the ''Þ 
Hebrew language and Rabbinical learning, 
He wag well acquainted with Eccleſiaſtical 


Hiſtorie, and had read the ancient Chri- 
ſtian writers. But the Bible was his prin- 


cipal ſtudie. And the knowledge, in which 


he moſt excelled, was the knowledge of 
the Scriptures. Few men, I believe, can 
be named in any age, who have equaled 
him therein, | 

To this laſt particular, more eſpecially, 
I apprehend to be owing the great con- 
tempt he had for infidels, commonly, called 
deiſts; who pretend to condemn revela- 


tion, without ever having carefully ſtudyed 
and conſidered it. And though they are 


apt to give themſelves airs of ſuperior 
knowledge, he looked upon the whole hu 
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of them, as à ſort of men, who have only 
a very ſuperficial knowledge both of: Scrip- 
ture and antiquity, 'To this ignorance of 
theirs he in part aſcribed their infidelity, 
For he uſed to aſſert, that all antiquity 


confirms and corroborates' revelation. . And 


he had a ſtrong perſwaſion, that the next 
age would be as remarkable for enthuſi- 
aſm, as this for infidelity. Foraſmuch ag 
thoſe two extremes, he ſayd, take turns, 
and mutually produce, or occaſion * 
other. 

If our friend was a mari of great capa- 

city, and various learning; yet ſincere pi- 
- ety, uncommon meekneſſe of temper, and 
mildneſſe of ſpeech and behaviour, moſt 
amiable and . modeſtie, and re- 
markable inoffenſiveneſſe and peaceableneſſe, 
are as diſtinguiſhing parts of his character, 
as learning and knowledge. 

He was a tender huſband; as he too was 
happy in a conſort, who by her prudent 
management of the affairs of the familie 
afforded him entire liberty to purſue his 
ſtudies, and diſcharge the offices of his mini- 
ſterial function, without diſtraction. 
What care he took to inſtill the beſt 
princi ples and impart the moſt uſeful know- 
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ledge to his children, as their minds gra- 


dually opened, their own conſciences will 


bear him witneſſe. And it is to be hoped, 


(which indeed J have no cauſe to diſtruſt;) 
that their future behaviour i in life will ſhew, 
that his paternal care oa have not 


been in vain; and that they will prove 


every way worthie of ſuch conſtant, fami- 
liar inſtruction and example. 

The benevolence of his temper, his ſin- 
cerity, diſintereſtedneſſe, and communica- 


tiveneſſe, rendered him a moſt deſirable and 


valuable friend. | 

He ſympathiſed with the afflicted. And 
though he was a man of ſtrong reaſon, and 
had a rightly informed judgement and un- 
detſtanding, he did not deny the uſe of 
the paſſions; which have been placed in 
us by our creator, and make a part of our 
conſtitution, | | 

I have reaſon to think, that he was li- 
beral to the poor to the utmoſt of his cir- 
cumſtances, if not beyond them, And he 
has wiſhed, that men of wealth would ſome- 
times viſit the habitations of the poor and 
ſick: ſuppoſing, that a near view of their 
ſcanty accommodations might ſoften their 
temper, 
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temper, and diſpoſe them to afford all the 
relief that is in their power. 

In his later years he has been ſeveral 
times afflicted with ſevere fits of the ſtone 
and gravel, the acute pains of which he 
bore with exemplarie patience and refigna- 

tion. And he had behaved likewiſe with 
great firmneſſe and ſteadineſſe under ſome 
very trying afflictions and difficulties, which 
he met with in the former part of his 
life. 
For about a year before he dyed there | 
appeared in him a viſible decay. And he 6 
ſeemed to feel it himſelf. For his prayers 
and converſation turned much upon his | 
approaching change, He would alſo la- 
ment, that he could be uſeful no longer, | | 
and was afraid of outliving his uſefulneſſe. 
But when he ſpake of death, it was with 
great calmneſſe and compoſure of mind. 
And he declared, he was more afraid of the 
pain .of dying, than of the conſequences 1 
death. However in that he was greatly fa- 
vored. For about a month before his death, 
he ſeemed more briſk and chearful, than 
he had been for.! ſome time. And his friends 
hoped, they might have enjoyed him lon- 
ger. But as he was walking a little WAY 
into 
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into the countrey, to ſee a friend; he had 


an unhappy fall, which bruiſed his leg, 


No danger was apprehended at firſt, But 


on the fourth day it threw him into a fe- 
ver, the place mortifyed, and the mortifi- 


cation brought on a lethargie. All proper 
means were uſed, but in vain. When his 


friends rouſed him, he anſwered very ſenſi- 
bly: but ſoon fell into his dozing again, 
from which he never awaked. For on 
Wedneſday morning, a little after nine of 
the clock, the fifth of this month, with- 
out either ſigh, or groan, or the leſt ſtrug- 
ling, he in the moſt eaſie and compoſed 
manner breathed his laſt. An affectionate 
friend, who ſtood by his bed-fide, tells 
me: Though he never could bear to ſee 
<« any one dye before, yet he ſaw nothing 


ee formidable, or to give him any uneaſi- 


te neſſe, except that he was loſing his dear 
te and faithful friend. 


Such has been the life, and ſuch the 


death of our honored friend, His life has 


been a courſe of laborious ſervice in the 


church of God, and an example of uni- 
form, ſtedfaſt, growing virtue. And his 
end has been peace, If we copy his ex- 


ample, and obſerve the rules of life, faith- 
fully 
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fully taught, and earneſtly inculcated by 


him, -we may hope to meet him again in 
a ſtate of perfection and happineſſe. With 
theſe, and ſuch like thoughts and conſi- 
derations, let us comfort ourſelves, and 
others, who ſympathiſe with us, and min- 
gle their tears with ours; being affected 
with the loſſe, which both we and they 
have ſuſtained. 
4᷑. And laſtly, © This ſubje& is con- 

e firming and e as well as com- 
e forting. 

bo our Father's houſe are many manſi- 
There are, regions of light and im- 
. There is a world, wherein 
dwells righteouſneſſe: where intelligent be- 
ings are admitted to the ſublimeſt enter- 
tainments: where there is no death, nor 
pain, and where all ſorrow and ſighing are 


fled away. Foraſmuch as ſuch a joy 183 


ſet before us, let us lay afide every weight, 
and perform the ſervices now lying before ug 
with fidelity and diligence. 

We have had a new teſtimonie to the 
truth of, religion, Our deceaſed friend 


was an Tfraelite indeed, in whom was no John i. 47. 


guile, Of his ſincerity there were many 
undenyable proofs, and it was lyable to no 
H ſuſpicions. 


** 
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ſu ſpicions. He had as good reaſon, as any, 
to know, whether virtue has a real excel- 


| lence, and whether it be recommended by 


religion, or be the will of God : whether 
it has any delights and comforts here, and 


may expect a reward hereafter, He has 


ſpoken and adted, as if theſe things were 


true and certain, And, if they were not 


ſo, he would have told us. 

Let us emproye this thought for our eſ- 
tabliſhment. Let us reckon ourſelves oblig- 
ed to weigh maturely, and recollect fre- 
quently, what we have heard from him 
upon theſe important points, whether in 
public or private. Far be it, that any of 
the ſtated hearers, near relatives, or inti- 
mate friends of this excellent man, and 
faithful ſervant of God, ſhould be ſo far 
miſled by the temptations of the times, as 
ever to become .infidels in opinion, or li- 
bertins in practiſe. 1 rather hope and be- 
lieve, that remembring how he taught, 


and how he walked ; and mindful of other 


helps, till afforded them; nor forſaking 


* the aſſemblies of divine worſhip, as is the 
manner of ſome; but by an open profeſ- 
fion of religion animating and confirming = 
each other; and joyning with a love of li- 


berty 
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berty, a hearty zeal for true piety; they 
will withſtand the ſnares of an evil world, 
and maintain their integrity to the end of | 
life: and ſo be to him a crown of glorie, | 
and rejoyce with him in the day of the 
Lord. | 
Finally, my beloved Seki let us ber Cor. xr 
ſtedfaſt, unmovable, always abounding in the 5*® | 
work of the Lord: foraſmuch as we know, 
that our labour ſhall not be in vain in the 
Lord. 
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